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Paying Foreign Vendors? Important U.S. Tax
Reporting Rules
 
JANUARY 23, 2026 | BY: THE INTERNATIONAL TAX TEAM

Understanding Tax Rules for Payments to Foreign Vendors

As part of the 1099 preparation process, you may identify payments made to foreign vendors or service providers. These
payments are subject to a different set of tax rules than standard Form 1099 reporting, and the requirements depend on where
the services are physically performed.

How Payments to Foreign Vendors are Taxed

U.S. federal tax treatment is based on the location where the services are performed, not the location of the vendor:

Services performed outside the United States•
Payments for services performed entirely outside the U.S. are treated as foreign-source income and are generally not subject•
to U.S. federal withholding or information reporting.
Services performed within the United States•
Payments for services performed in the U.S. are treated as U.S.-source income and are subject to federal withholding and•
reporting requirements.
The statutory withholding rate is 30%, unless reduced by an applicable income tax treaty.•
Treaty benefits may reduce withholding to as low as 0%, but reporting is still required.•
These payments must be reported on Forms 1042 and 1042-S, which are due March 15, even if no tax is ultimately withheld.•

Documentation and Compliance Best Practices

To support proper treatment and reporting, we recommend the following:

Obtain the appropriate Form W-8 from the foreign vendor to establish foreign status and document any treaty claim.•
Ensure invoices, contracts, or service agreements clearly state where the services were performed.•
If the location of services is unclear or cannot be substantiated, default treatment generally requires 30% withholding and•
Form 1042 reporting.
Consider whether any state-level withholding or reporting requirements apply.•

Contact Us for Guidance

Foreign vendor withholding and Form 1042 compliance can be complex, and errors may result in penalties or additional scrutiny.
If you have questions about the sourcing of payments, treaty eligibility, or reporting obligations, please contact us, we’re happy
to help.
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